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Paper abstract:

Disaster diplomacy examines whether or not disasters induce international
cooperation amongst enemy countries. The 26 December, 2004 tsunami around the
Indian Ocean impacted more than a dozen countries, many with internal or external
conflicts, thereby providing an opportunity to explore how the same event affects
different countries in different disaster diplomacy contexts. Two groups of case
studies are presented: those from which few disaster diplomacy outcomes are likely
and those which warrant monitoring and investigation. Indonesian tsunami diplomacy
is used as a case study for further discussion, in terms of both American-Indonesian
relations and the conflict in Aceh. Further work is suggested in the tsunami's
aftermath in order to understand better the disaster diplomacy outcomes which are
feasible and why they rarely yield positive, lasting results.



