Kelman, I., H. Lazrus, O. Wilhelmi, R. Pulwarty, and J.C. Gaillard. 2008. *“Applying
improved vulnerability theory for reducing the risk and cost of weather disasters”.
Poster at the Third Symposium on Policy and Socio-Economic Research at the 88th
American Meteorological Society Annual Meeting, 20-24 January 2008, New Orleans,
Louisiana.

Abstract

Recent theoretical advances in dealing with weather-related disasters are assisting in
developing planning and mitigation policies for disaster risk reduction. This theory suggests
that, rather than focusing on the weather event (often termed the “hazard”), considering
vulnerability reduction measures as the first priority helps to shape policies which reduce the
risk and cost of disasters. While dominant vulnerability analysis methods focus on
quantitative and objective approaches, introducing subjective, qualitative, and contextual
aspects of vulnerability significantly improve the understanding of how to address weather-
related risk and disasters. In order to promote policy change and efficacy, suggestions are
made for integrating this theory into disaster risk reduction policy.
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