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Abstract: 
 
This study investigates the slow migration due to environmental contamination during the 
past 28 years from Picher, Oklahoma, USA.  This voluntary migration began soon after Picher 
Mining Company closed in 1970, but accelerated after May 2006 when Oklahoma’s 
government announced a buyout of remaining homes in danger of subsidence.  This study 
analyzes the timing and reasons for residents relocating or remaining and places that decision-
making process within the context of the timing and reasons for other environmentally-related 
migration case studies.  Techniques for analyzing and communicating options and 
consequences of selecting each option emerge from the case study comparison. 


