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Purpose:

From 31 January to 1 February 1953, a North Sea storm surge devastated coastal areas of the North Sea.  The table here presents data and sources in order to provide a record of the deaths in Belgium.
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Deaths in Belgium

	Source
	Casualty Statement
	Notes

	GVA, Watersnoodramp 1953,


http://www.gva.be/dossiers/-w/watersnood/dossier.asp
	14 drownings occurred in Belgium, 8 in the coastal area and 3 in the “antwerpse polder”.
	

	Keesings Historisch Archief No. 1129 van 1 tot 7 februari 1953.
	22 deaths total occurred in Belgium.
	Thanks to Albert Holland from the Delta Project 2003 http://www.delta2003.nl

	Martens C., De storm van 1953: literatuurstudie naar de gevolgen van de overstromingen voor de Belgische Kust, Nota I/NO/11226/03.085/CMA, 15 mei 2003.
	8 people drowned at the Belgian coast, 7 in Oostende and 1 at sea.  Of the 7 people killed in Oostende, 3 died in the city centre, 2 from drowning and 1 from a heart attack.  The other 4 drowned when their home was flooded in the Sas Slijkens area.
	This report also refers to the notes of a meeting of the Oostende city council.

	Simoen, R., L. van Damme, and D. Vandenbossche.  2003.  "De stormramp aan de Vlaamse kust op 31 januari en 1 februari 1953" (The storm disaster along the Flemish Coast on 31 January and 1 February 1953), pp. 23-35 in Lintsen, H.W. et al. (eds).  2003.  50 jaar na Stormvloed 1953. Terugblik en Toekomst (50 years after Flood tide 1953. Reflection and Future). Gouda, CUR, CUR-Publicatie 212.
	“The human suffering was limited to 10 - 12 casualties, of which about half in Ostende”.
	From page 34.
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