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ILAN KELMAN 

 

Professor of Disasters and Health 

ilan_kelman@hotmail.com 

http://www.ilankelman.org 

Bluesky: https://bsky.app/profile/ilankelman.bsky.social 

Instagram, Threads, and X: @ILANKELMAN 

Phone: +44-20-7679-9329 

Post: RDR, UCL, Gower Street, London, England, WC1E 6BT 

 

Employment 

  

Employer Dates and Place Duties 

University College London 

(UCL): Department of Risk 

and Disaster Reduction and 

Institute for Global Health 

November 2013 

to present 

(UK) 

Research, teaching, staff management, public 

engagement, and societal impact through 

connecting disaster and health research, 

including integrating climate change. 

Center for International 

Climate and Environmental 

Research – Oslo (CICERO) 

December 2007 

to October 2013 

(Norway) 

Initiated, managed, carried out, and 

disseminated results from research and 

application projects on disasters including 

climate change, islands, and sustainability. 

Center for Capacity Building, 

National Center for 

Atmospheric Research 

(NCAR) 

July 2005 

to November 

2007 

(USA) 

Initiated, managed, carried out, and 

disseminated results from research and 

application projects on disasters, 

development, and sustainability. 

Cambridge University Centre 

for Risk in the Built 

Environment (CURBE) 

October 2002 

to May 2005 

(UK) 

Initiated, managed, carried out, and 

disseminated results from risk management 

research projects. 

Organization for Cooperation 

in Overseas Development, a 

Canadian non-governmental 

organisation. 

August 1998 

to May 1999 

(Barbados) 

Researched and analysed issues related to: 

•Risk and sustainability for the United 

Nations. 

•Sustainability and institutional strengthening 

for the Caribbean Conservation Association. 

Environmental Adaptation 

Research Group of 

Environment Canada. 

December 1997 

to March 1998 

(Canada) 

Co-author for “Natural Disasters and Human 

Activity”, a report for the North American 

Commission on Environmental Cooperation. 

 

Education 

  

Degree Details Achievements 

Ph.D. 1999-2002 

Cambridge University Centre for Risk in 

the Built Environment 

University of Cambridge, UK 

Fully funded through scholarships. 

Dissertation: Physical flood vulnerability of 

residential properties in coastal, Eastern 

England. 

Master of Applied Science 1996-1998 

Environmental Engineering Program 

University of Toronto, Canada  

Cumulative Grade (no rank provided): A. 

Fully funded through scholarships. 

Dissertation: Technology’s role in disasters. 

Bachelor of Applied Science 1992-1996 

Division of Engineering Science 

University of Toronto, Canada 

Cumulative Grade and Rank: 92.5%, 4th out of 60. 

Fully funded through scholarships. 

Dissertation: Length-modulated radiometry for 

measuring atmospheric pollutants. 
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Recent Awards and Honours 

 

• 2026: Elected to Academia Europaea. 

• 2026: The Professor Douglas Paton Distinguished Researcher Lifetime Legacy Award. 

• 2026: World Economic Forum's GAEA Award winner for Bridging Evidence to Action for The 

Lancet Countdown on Health and Climate Change. 

• 2025: The Geoethics Medal from the International Association for Promoting Geoethics (IAPG). 

• 2025: UK National Champion for the Frontiers Planet Prize for The Lancet Countdown report. 

• Career: Six awards for papers across four journals. 

• Career: Nominated for twelve Student Choice Teaching Awards. 

 

Non-Remunerated Appointments 

 

• Professor II, UiT The Arctic University of Norway, Tromsø, Norway. 

• Affiliate Researcher, Center for Capacity Building, University of Colorado – Boulder, USA. 

• Visiting Researcher, Heidelberg Institute of Global Health, Heidelberg, Germany. 

• Founder and co-director of the London Polar Group, linking people with polar research interests. 

• Co-founder and co-director of the non-profit Risk RED (Risk Reduction Education for Disasters). 

• Co-founder and Deputy Director of the UCL Warning Research Centre. 

• Advisory Board member for four non-profit groups and four private companies. 

 

Continuing Leadership Roles 

  

• Supervising and mentoring students, interns, and early career researchers. Fields of doctoral 

dissertations supervised include disaster research, health sciences, climate change, and tourism. 

• Consultancies completed since 2020 include for Centric Lab, Climate X, Global Disaster 

Preparedness Center, Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR), Sparrow 

Science, and the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR). 

• Editorial Board member for nine peer-reviewed journals, in disaster, island, and tourism research. 

 

Examples of Recent Research Funding 

 

2026-2029 Navigating Geohazards and Climate Extremes through Impact-Based Early Warning 

and Adaptive Governance. Workpackage lead. Funded by EU Horizon. 

2025-2028 Scoring Warnings. Co-Investigator. Funded by UKRI (AHRC). 

2022-2026 The Human-Tech Nexus – Building a Safe Haven to cope with Climate Extremes. 

Co-workpackage lead. Funded by EU Horizon underwritten by UKRI. 

2022-2025 Empowering to map rough ice and slush for safer sea-ice travel in Inuit Nunangat. 

 Co-Investigator. Funded by UKRI (NERC). 

2022-2024 Disasters Avoided. Principal Investigator. Funded by NASA. 

2018-2030 Lancet Countdown: Tracking progress on health and climate change. Leader of one 

indicator. Funded by the Wellcome Trust. 

 

Skills and Achievements 

  

•Academic publications: 2 authored books, 3 co-authored books, over 220 papers, over 80 book 

chapters, and over 25 edited or co-edited books, book series, and journal issues. 

•Popular science: Blogs, vlogs, commentaries, articles, photography portfolio used for science 

communication, co-produced art-science outputs, and global media coverage. 

•English (fluent), French (good), Norwegian (good), and Spanish (good). 

•Trained in first aid, mental health first aid, basic fire safety, and mentoring. 


